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LOUISIANA RICE PROMOTION BOARD 
Board of Directors Meeting
Meeting Minutes
LSU AgCenter Rice Research Station, Crowley, LA
Monday, October 29, 2012
Officers and Members Present: Kevin Berken, Robert Thevis, Jeff Durand, Wayne Zaunbrecher, Jimmy Hoppe, Christian Richard, and Damian Bollich.
Officers and Members Not Present: Mindy Hetzel and Ronald Habetz
Staff Present: Nicole Broussard, Carrie Castille and Julie Richard
Others Present: Clarence Berken, , Donald Berken, Jeff Durand, Damian Bollich, Tommy Faulk, Richard Fontenot, Doug Foreman, Edward Freeland, Richard Hardee, Shannon Harrington, Dane Hebert, Jimmy Hoppe, Randy Jemison, Paul Johnson,  Jackie Loewer, John Owen, Charles Precht, Jr., Glen Simon, Robert Thevis, Joe Tupper, Eric Unkel, Wayne Wild, William Wild, Linda Zaunbrecher, and  Wayne Zaunbrecher.

Call to order, certification of a quorum, agenda review, approval of June 20, 2011 minutes and opening comments.
Chairman Berken called the meeting to order at 11:45 a.m. and welcomed members and guests.

Julie Richard called roll and certified that a quorum was present.

Chairman Berken presented the agenda for consideration.

The agenda was accepted as presented by consensus.
MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Damian Bollich
To accept the minutes of the June 30, 2011 meeting with a correction to the spelling of Glendon ‘Marceaux’s name.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Financial Reports
Current Financial Report

Nicole Broussard provided the current financial report to members and noted that total revenue as of November 30, 2011 was $73,658.71 and total expenses were $73,658.71.  

Audit Review
Nicole Broussard provided members with copies of the recent legislative audit and noted that the legislative audit was without finding (Clean).

MOTION by Robert Thevis; Second by Christian Richard
To accept the LARPB financial reports as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Update on In-state Promotion Projects
Randy Jemison presented an update on the status of in-state projects noting in-part that:
· Coordination with TagTeam Global, the firm that produces and mails the study guides, is ongoing and the project will launch on January 3, 2012 to allow sufficient time for teachers to receive the study guides prior to the March testing.  He reported that no expenditures have been made to date.
· The Louisiana Farm Bureau TV cooking segment is ongoing and the $5000 sponsorship has been paid.

· The board’s $1200 sponsorship to the Louisiana 5-K Rice Run has been made and the event drew in excess of 350 runners including Chairman Berken.

· The September radio campaign is complete and the total expenses were $4995.  Jemison noted that the Louisiana Cattleman’s Association withdrew from the project after it was approved, so Chairman Berken and his executive committee approved partnering with Camellia Brand Beans.  
· The board’s $500 sponsorship of the Third Annual Yellow Rails and Rice Festival had been made.  Birders from 23 states and the District of Columbia, Canada and the United Kingdom had participated and educated on the value of rice production to wetland-dependent bird species.
MOTION by Wayne Zaunbrecher; Second by Damian Bollich
To ratify the decision of the executive committee to partner with Camellia Brand Beans for the September National Rice Month radio campaign in lieu of the Louisiana Cattleman’s Association that withdrew their participation.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

LARPB Representative to LA Rice Producers’ Group

MOTION by Jimmy Hoppe; Second by Wayne Zaunbrecher
To appoint Jeff Durand as the LARPB representative to the Louisiana Rice Producers’ Group.

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Rice Marketing/Pricing Quotes
MOTION by Wayne Zaunbrecher; Second by Robert Thevis 
To recommend that rice millers, merchants, brokers and others who quote sale prices for Louisiana rice do so based on a milling yield of 55/70 with hundredweights as the unit of measure.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

2012 Referendum
Chairman Berken thanked Jeff Durand, Jimmy Hoppe and Robert Thevis for serving with him on the referendum planning committee.  He noted that the rice research board and rice promotion board committees met jointly in September to plan the referendums and scheduled the vote on January 17, 2011.  He reported that Acadia, Calcasieu, Evangeline, Jeff Davis, St. Landry, and Vermilion parishes would have voting polls and the remaining parishes with less than 50 growers each would vote by mail ballot.  
Dr. Carrie Castille, with the LA Department of Agriculture and Forestry, reminded the board to document the referendum process and keep good records.
Other Business

None
Public Comments
None
Adjournment
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 12:21 p.m.
